
AGNOSTICISM DEFINED

MrChilcoat Turns The Light on Religious
Mountebanks Who Take the Livery of
Heaven to Sorva the Devil In

Editor The Colored American We
bad thought at least by this time all
persons of ordinary Intelligence and in¬

formation would be familiar with the
life and character of the late Ool Rob-

ert

¬

x Ingersoll It Is etrange that
honest men will sometimes resort to
injudicious methods in their endeavor
to promote an otherwise laudable and
worthy objeot A visiting gentleman to
our cly recently related to his hearers
apparently a little personal history of
him oll uur informant quotes the
rbverend gentleman f Baying that he
one met the lato Mr Ingersoll in open
debate and that Mr Ingeraull on meet-
ing

¬

him decided he oould not stand be
fjre such a store house of facts win as
he the reverend gentleman had packed
away for him And furthed it ap-
pears

¬

that this man 1a using such argu-
ment

¬

In collecting money for some ob-

ject
¬

no one eeemBtoknow PersonB who
have seen and heard Mr lagers ill are
fu ly aware of the utter lack of veracity
outained In such statement It is on
true and no one of oommon intelligence
trill for moment tolerate suoh stu
pendoi s lies If any one wants to know
wbas Mr Itigersolls real position was
what be really said himself and not
what some persoa who never took the
palUB to inform himself says he said we
would refer suah persons to his master
ful addresses which can be had at many
of the book stores and most of the
News Stands and read for themselves
The intellectual pigmy above referred
to remindB one of the doleful braying
of a dishevel d jackass hopelessly tied
to a sinking snip doomed to the inevita-
ble

¬

oondition where all such must at
laBt ba oonBigued

Under the caption of a New Be
formation appearing Monday morn
tag May 28 to one of the local dallies
1b oontainod food for thought calculat
ed to abed large light on the problems
of life and destiny One idea whioh
has doubtless dominated in the Intel
iectual realm of the Anglo Saxon Is
that the source of his great growth is
the brain That groat race ha9 learned
as all races must learn that every refor-
mation

¬

of whatever character or kind
is germinated and developed by the
genius of mans brain That all creeds
all culte all dogmas all books no mat ¬

ter how saored men may held thorn to
be are the product of mans origination
And sensible people are coming to un-
derstand

¬

this Just as men used to
misquote and put words in Mb Inge
soils mouth and then attempt to
answer him falling to answer his argu
memtB they would often resort to call
ing name 3 as if names were arguments
It was not the Mr ineeraoll but the
d gmatloand inconsistent religion that
was on trial Truth is always safe All
that Christ really taught Is safe But
his real meaning has been distorted
ann o hanged eo that we haidly think
he wonld know his owa words if he
were to again appear The faot is
a question is always new nntil it Is
answered Mr Ingereolis arguments
have never beon answered and in the
nature of things we feel safe in the
statement that they never will And
any person who will study both sides
and carefully compare will inevitably
reach similar conclusions as ail gone
hefore Mr Ingersoll was not an infi-
del

¬

and any one whu says so certainly
exhibits small information He was an
agnostlo The term agnostic oomes
from two Greek words which mead
there are some thing man does not
know And we should like to ask is
not this about the true condition of
thingB Han knows more in this age
than nerhans at any other period in
the history of the world and yet ther
are still ki the dim distanoe other aid
may be larger victories awaiting the ap ¬

proach and mental grasp of mand
brain

At any rate we think it far more
profitable for all concerned that per ¬

sons posing as leaders Bhould at leaat
learn the truth themselves before at-

tempting
¬

to instruct others The Afro
American has had enough of the in
oorreet and false ideas It Is time wo
call a halt and be guided only by
truth Sensible clergymen and others
know the folly of Ignorant leaders No
matter how some may difler on ques
tions about whioh neither knows abso

that what the Afro American needs
most is true friends Friends that
praotioe what they proaoh WithPhil
lips and Bumner and Garrison and
Lincoln Col Ingersoll must and ever
will be regarded by ail thinking neo
pie as one of the best friends we have
ever had And we should never forget
this Gratitude 1b the faireet flower
that sheds its perfume in the human
heart Mr Ingersoll was a humanitarian
in the highest and best sense of that
term No one ever went to Mr Ibger
sou wth a just cause and was turned
away And right here lies the true key
to real religion And this fact is con ¬

vincing thinking people every where
that true religion does not depend on
what a man says or professes but rather
upon his life upon what he dses for hie
fed vwmen Already a liberal unlversi y
nas been founded and for these three
years its halls have been crowded Lib
eral religion that whioh is based upon
rational standards will be the religion
of the future All thats reasonable
man will accept and that whioh is not
he will neither acceptor reject He will
will investigate and wait for con
elusions fThe preaoher who contents
himself with simply banging away
with no practical idaas need not be
surprised if he finds his audience no
other than the benches Mr Ingersoll
thirty years ago predioted this and it is
coming to pass rapidly Men are think
ing and you have got to give them
mental food Mr IngerBOlls life work
was to make this world better by do
ing this it prepares us for the other
one if there be another Then may we
say with the poet that Mr Ingersoll
was indeed

The friend Gfman the friend of truth
The frieod of age and guide ofyouth
Few hearts like his with virtue warmd
Few heads with knowledge so Informed
If theres another world he lives in

bliss
If there is none he made the best of

this
J J Chilcoat

City

Corbett threatens to sprint and side
step his way into politics Unlike
Dewey he believes in capitalizing his
fizz of popularity before the foam dies
away

Dr L H Singleton the well known
and oapable pharmacist formerly with
Dr Pride iu Georgetown i now asso-

ciated
¬

with Dr Howard E Yonner in
Baltimore where they are doing a rat
tling good business at the corner of W
Hoffman areet and Druid Hill avenue

To the good thinking people of Wash
ington if yon are thinking of given a
party dont forget to oonsult the Delmo
Koonce

PRIZE TO COMPANY B

Continued from first page

which was a little ragged and probably
unnerved the commander The align-
ment

¬

of the company however was as
good as ever seen hero and the platoon
movements were excellent

Company C which oarried of the
prize last year next came on nnder
the command of Capt James E Slaugh-
ter

¬

and went through the programme
with an easy swing which Bhowedmuoh
practice By the rooting from the
grand stand it was easy to beeeen that
they had their following and they
tried their beet to bear ouc their repu ¬

tation While their alignment was not
up to the standard Bet by their prede-
cessor

¬

their firings in volley as well
as lying down and at will were all
that oould be expected They com
pleted the programmo in fine style
and it was the general opinion that
they hdd made a better showing t nan
Company A

THESE PROVED THE WINNERS

Captain William J Howard next
brought Company B which had been
touted as a winner on the iifld and
that it was the favorite was evidenced
by the cheers arising from many
throats Thofeminlne contingent al-

most
¬

unanimously showed their liking
for the men under Capt Howard They
were drilled to perfection and eveiy
nrdflr was exeouted with a snap and
vim which ehowed much careful train

lutelyyetit must never be forgotten Ing They went through the program
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-- SUMMER RESORTS- -

Hummer 8ea80Q abouthere and the good times are also here Therewill be lots of money spent this summer theby intelligent and well toclasses at resorts The Colored American with its usual eaterirteesdiolta tSannouncements of all hotels eottages auu uruuHTLV nnmnrj urrtrt Iaientertain b rammer Yisltora Sand na vnnr narHa an Mf u

rates will LUwnZZZJ S know where to go and the
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vis meao oara ior me season is 500 or 32 09Pr montn lerms in advance Send your cards and the desira
tlsement

The Colored American will be sent free during fchelife
amount

of your
you

advw- -

TTy

This Hotel is situated on an elevation which furnishes one with a magnlfl
cent view for tea miles At the baBe of whioh la wide sheet of water giving
ample opportunityJo those fond of sailing or fishing

WOODLAWN TERRACE
is on the Whitehorae Pike seven miles from Camden 25 trains stop at Lawn
side daily The service at the Hotel Is strictly flrat olass The Bed Booms are
large and airy with all modern conveniences The Hotel is three stories high
35 feet front and la surrounded with a beautiful lawn and wide gravel walks

For terms addrjss MRS CHAS SMITH Snow Hill NJ
Will open Friday June law

in quick time did their firing well
and executed the foot movements and
manual of arms in fine style They were
given a lusty yell as they marohed off

While thfA Judges were in the rear
considering their marks Hoffmans
Band came upon the field and started
Borne lively music Maj Leon Turner
formed the battalion in the rear of the
grand stand and marched it on taking
position in the field where he put the
three companies through a drill This
required but a little time and at its
onmpletion the judges took station with
Ma- - Brooks just besides Maj Tarnor
and detailed Adj M T Dean to notify
the winning company

The crowd in the grand stand was
anxious for a few momenta but when
Capt Howard was notified they
shouted wildly while even the cadets
in the winning company daooed with
joy The company was quickly brought
forward where Maj Ourand chairman
of the board of judges pinned two
badges on the captain One was the
largo teachers medal whioh is con
tested for each year while the other is
a smaller gold medal which becomes
the personal property of the winning
captain On it is engraved Hlgn
Sohool Battalion Ninth Tenth
Eleventh Divisions May 88 1800 o

KOSTER OF THE COMPANIES
On the breast of each of the other

members of the company Captains
Hodges and Edwards pinned a blue
ribbon denoting the prize company
After receiving the congratulations of
the judges and others Capt Howard
marched this men back to their po-
sition

¬

and Mej Turner passed the
battalion In reviaw before the judges
and other invited gueata Lieut Ken
noy with a squad of police was pres-
ent

¬

to preserve order but it was all
they could do to keep off the boys who
wanted to gather the ompty cartridges

After leaving the park the battalion
headed by a squad of mounted officers
under Sergt Matthews and a braBs
band marched to the school on 11

street near New Jersey avenue where
the companies were dismissed

SUMMER RESORTS

ATLANTIO CITY

FITZGERALDS
AUDITORIUM

Open all the year Suitable Mr conventions
receptions ball concerts and theatrical
entertainments Choice wines liquors and
oigars Attached the finest billiard room In
the city The Auditorium Cafe attached Is
strictly first class Special attention given
collation parties weddings receptions etc
B G Fitzgerald proprietor 30 end 83 North
Kentucky avenue Atlantic City N J

THE NEW HOUSE

DEBITY COTTAGE
31 N Ohio Ave Atlantic City N J

Excella any in the olty All modern im ¬

provements Two squares from the Reading
Railroad depot Two squares lrom the
beach 1 kindly thank my old as well as new
patrons for their liberal patronage and hope
lor a continuance
Deblty Twonrletress
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HOTEL
WOODLAWN

TERRACE
mm

Lawnsid NJ
a

l

THE HUB HOTEL
0HOIOE WINES

IiIQTTORS

AND CIGARS

J C SMALL WOOD
Proprietor

15 N Illinois Ave Atlantio City N J
MANHATTAN INN

17 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
ATIiANTIO OITY N J

THOMAS COLE
Proprietor

Choice wines Liquors and Cigars

CHOICE WINES LIQUORS AND CIGARS

HARRIS HOTEL
GEORGE H HARRIS PROPRIETOB

1139 Baltic Avenue
Atlantio City NJ

Meala Served at all Hours

Madree Park lor the season On tbe Bok
lngtoa street Railway Twenty minute
ride lrom the city A delightful trip good
cool water A splendid dancing pavilion and
all conveniences for picnics and private
parties Terms within the reach of all The
electric oars are now running and tbe park
an be reaohed for one fare Address

Madre Madrea Para Eokington D C

HOIEL HENDERSON 120 N Mia
siBslppi ave Atlantic City N J two
squares from Beading depot three
minutes walk to Bathing Beach Bpeo
ial rates for families and permanent
boarders The hotel has been newly
papered and has 32 neatly fitted up
sleeping rooms Terms mod grate Ba
ropean and American plan

Henderson and Murray props

THE ELITE 624 a Washington
street Alexandria Vs Ioe cream coa
feetionery Boda water and milkshakes
all flayers Lunohes and sandwlehea
Cool exclusive up to date The only
first class pleasure resort in the city
When in Alexandria call on us Opens
May 15th W F Hammond pro
prietor

OATLETTS VA Summer Boarders Par-
ties

¬
desiring first olass accomodations for thesummer season will And it to their advan ¬

tage to spend their vaoation at Oatlotts jau
qnir county Va Kortyeight miles fromiDisoity there are three accommodationtrains to the olty per day The house Is
situated about i mile above the village
B ard furnished ior 8I20O per month 94 00
per week or 7S cents per day Healthy cli-
mate

¬
ezoellent board and con- - fortablerooms Apply with stamp to Mrs Kate Mo

Guire Callette Kauquier Co Va

HOTEL SHEPHARDB HILL
Open for the Season on June 1st

Beautifully situated near the Potomac
Kiver on St Patricks Creek Cool
Rooms Bathing Boating Fishing and
Crabbing For terms address Wi D
Rnnrl Tnlhwin PnTnf fit Mnrri ivmnw - y

the same Mrs J F ty Maryland
1

-


